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Fire Chief Personal note: 
 
Calendar year 2013 closed as the driest year in recorded history for many areas of California, and current 
conditions suggest no change in sight for 2014. On January 17, Gov. Edmund G. Brown, Jr. declared a 
drought state of emergency and directed state officials to take all necessary actions in response. January 
31, the Department of Water Resources announced several actions to protect Californians’ health and 
safety from more severe water shortages. These conditions have left the grass and brush across 
California tinder dry and ready to burn including the foothills surrounding Yucaipa. 
 
The prognosis for 2014 fire season is not good. The dryness of the fuels available for wild land fire 
consumption is at a record a low. This fact coupled with potential hot temperatures and strong winds set 
the scenario for conflagrations in our foothills.  
 
Based on these conditions CAL FIRE has continued staffing levels normally seen in mid-summer within 
the Department and the San Bernardino Unit. These resources include all assets of CAL FIRE including 
firefighting air tankers, helicopters, engines, crews, bulldozers and personnel. These resources are 
strategically placed throughout the Unit in order to reduce the effects of wild land fires. In addition, CAL 
FIRE has the ability to reach out and access resources from adjacent Units including Riverside, San 
Diego and more. These resources along with aid provided by our cooperators enhance the ability of the 
Yucaipa Fire and Paramedic Department to mitigate the wild fire threat to our City. 
 
Update for the June 28, 2013 "Mills Fire" that burned 534 acres and caused damage to four properties, 
including two homes in Yucaipa: On February 11, 2014 a Banning man was indicted by a criminal grand 
jury and charged with 13 felony counts in connection to nine arson fires. Authorities said Rutherford was 
connected to the arson fires following a lengthy investigation by Cal Fire and police officers. They caught 
up with him after monitoring surveillance cameras and following the suspect's movement through legally-
placed GPS trackers on his vehicles.                                                                                                                                       
 
As you know medical emergencies make up the majority of the departments total responses. Our fire and 
paramedic personnel arrive on the scene on an average of five minutes or less. History has shown that 
early intervention by paramedics with advanced life support medications, along with civilian use of 
available automated external defibrillators and early cardio pulmonary resuscitation increase the 
survivability of our patients and lead to positive outcomes. We will continue to get the word out and 
educate our citizens on these life saving measures. 
 
I am extremely proud of the work done by our men and women of the CAL FIRE/Yucaipa Fire and 
Paramedic Department. They are dedicated to the protection of life, property and the natural resources 
both locally and abroad. They stand ready to respond regardless of the emergency - wild land fires; 
structure fires; automobile accidents; medical emergencies; swift water rescues; lost hikers; hazardous 
material spills; floods; earthquakes; and even terrorist attacks. They serve our citizens and answer the 
call to over sixty eight hundred calls for service each year. 
 
 
Steven Shaw 
Fire Chief Yucaipa Fire and Paramedic Department  
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