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From: Joseph Lambert
To: Jim Morrissey
Subject: FW: Response to Oak Glen Creek Specific Plan/Case No. 16-048/SP
Date: Monday, June 06, 2016 3:40:54 PM

For Oak Glen Creek SP file

Joe Lambert
Director of Development Services
City of Yucaipa
(909) 797-2489 ext. 231
jlambert@yucaipa.org

-----Original Message-----
From: John [mailto:e5-ret@verizon.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 7:25 PM
To: Joseph Lambert
Cc: Ray Casey
Subject: Response to Oak Glen Creek Specific Plan/Case No. 16-048/SP

Response to Oak Glen Creek Specific Plan/Case No. 16-048/SP

We strongly oppose any road going through the San Bernardino County Flood Control "Wilson Creek" Basin.  We
were told, by the City clerk's office before we purchased our house that the basin is a natural wildlife corridor.
The lady took out maps and a General Plan to show us the area would not be developed.  (So much for the integrity
of the City.)  A service road from 2nd Street to the catch basin like on the East side of Bryant should be sufficient. 
Put 2nd Street through, if you must, but don't take away the home of the coyotes, roadrunners, quail, bobcats and
rabbits.  The rodent population will get even worse than it currently is if you destroy the coyotes' habitat.  A road
would undoubtedly increase the risk of contaminating the city's water.  A water department employee has told us
that the largest underground water supply for Yucaipa is under the Wilson Creek and Oak Glen Creek Flood Control
Basins.  As far as all the planned houses, don't the planners realize we are in a drought that will never go away with
such increased population.  Added noise as a result of this new housing development a major concern to us.  Take
care of the current residents and save Yucaipa. Leave the natural vegetation that is in the basin alone, which will
teach our children to respect wildlife in their natural habitat.  Dig your hole if you must; however, remember that
natural vegetation stops erosion and helps prevent flooding better than hard barren ground.

Instead of having a hard bottom "hole" in the ground, put in plants that can take both water and dry conditions and
look inviting.  Around the top of this hole, not on just one side, the surrounding area should be filled with trees,
similar to the north side of the Oak Glen Creek. This will go a long way to make up for the loss of vegetation and
return the project site to a pleasant looking area.  The properties adjacent to the flood basin east of Bryant are higher
above the project site than we are west of Bryant. They lost 20 feet of the depth of the natural basin yet still look out
OVER what was done.  An item not covered (amongst others) is how much depth of the basin will we lose. Moving
the dirt from the hole to the slope West of Bryant is worse than having the basin denuded and the animals driven off.
Putting structures on this build-up is adding injury to the insult given the residents of the area by the City. It is very
clear that the "planners" of this project do not live anywhere in the vicinity of the destruction and have no apathy for
those who do.

In-so-far as street lighting, DO NOT use the brightest white light you can find, like the kind you installed at the
Community Park. Some of us in the City would like to look at the night sky and actually see stars, which is currently
becoming more and more difficult to accomplish.  Use of yellow lights, sparingly used should be sufficient to guide
people at night.

Apparently the City yard is to be relocated, possibly adjacent to the rear of the church property. When designing the
new City yard, perhaps you can locate the source of the night spotlights so the buildings get illuminated against

A-10

mailto:jlambert@Yucaipa.org
mailto:jmorrissey@Yucaipa.org
mailto:e5-ret@verizon.net


thieves without lighting up the entire basin and inside the houses to the south of the yard. Install lighting that faces
away from the homes that overlook the basin.

It is common knowledge that the powers that be in the City of Yucaipa do what they want no matter what the public
opinion. Hopefully, some of the suggestions/comments described in this letter will be put to good use.

John & Elaine Lane

35202 Persimmon Ave.
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 South Coast  
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 

(909) 396-2000  www.aqmd.gov 

 

 

 

June 2, 2016 

 

Joseph M. Lambert jlambert@yucaipa.org    

Director of Development Services 

City of Yucaipa 

34272 Yucaipa Boulevard 

Yucaipa, CA 92399 

 

Recirculated Notice of Preparation of a CEQA Document for the  

Oak Glen Creek Specific Plan Project 
 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 

above-mentioned document.  The SCAQMD staff’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential air 

quality impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the Draft CEQA document.  Please send the 

SCAQMD a copy of the CEQA document upon its completion.  Note that copies of the Draft EIR that are submitted to the 

State Clearinghouse are not forwarded to the SCAQMD.  Please forward a copy of the Draft EIR directly to SCAQMD at 

the address in our letterhead.  In addition, please send with the Draft EIR all appendices or technical documents 

related to the air quality and greenhouse gas analyses and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health 

risk assessment files.  These include original emission calculation spreadsheets and modeling files (not Adobe PDF 

files).  Without all files and supporting air quality documentation, the SCAQMD will be unable to complete its 

review of the air quality analysis in a timely manner.  Any delays in providing all supporting air quality 

documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the comment period. 
 

Air Quality Analysis 

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist other 

public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses.  The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency use this 

Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis.  Copies of the Handbook are available from the 

SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720.  More recent guidance developed since this 

Handbook was published is also available on SCAQMD’s website here: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-

quality-analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbook-(1993).  SCAQMD staff also recommends that the Lead Agency 

use the CalEEMod land use emissions software.  This software has recently been updated to incorporate up-to-date state 

and locally approved emission factors and methodologies for estimating pollutant emissions from typical land use 

development.  CalEEMod is the only software model maintained by the California Air Pollution Control Officers 

Association (CAPCOA) and replaces the now outdated URBEMIS. This model is available free of charge at: 

www.caleemod.com. 

 

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the project 

and all air pollutant sources related to the project.  Air quality impacts from both construction (including demolition, if 

any) and operations should be calculated.  Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to, 

emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatings, 

off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources (e.g., construction worker 

vehicle trips, material transport trips).  Operation-related air quality impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions 

from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road 

tailpipe emissions and entrained dust).  Air quality impacts from indirect sources, that is, sources that generate or attract 

vehicular trips should be included in the analysis. 

 

The SCAQMD has also developed both regional and localized significance thresholds.  The SCAQMD staff requests that 

the lead agency quantify criteria pollutant emissions and compare the results to the recommended regional significance 

thresholds found here: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/scaqmd-air-quality-significance-

thresholds.pdf .  In addition to analyzing regional air quality impacts, the SCAQMD staff recommends calculating 

localized air quality impacts and comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs).  LSTs can be used in 

addition to the recommended regional significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts when preparing 

a Draft CEQA document.  Therefore, when preparing the air quality analysis for the proposed project, it is recommended 
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Joseph M. Lambert -2- June 2, 2016 

that the lead agency perform a localized analysis by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or performing 

dispersion modeling as necessary.  Guidance for performing a localized air quality analysis can be found at: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/localized-significance-thresholds.  

 

In the event that the proposed project generates or attracts vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, it 

is recommended that the lead agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment.  Guidance for performing a mobile 

source health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel 

Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can be found at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-

quality-analysis-handbook/mobile-source-toxics-analysis.  An analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the use 

of equipment potentially generating such air pollutants should also be included. 

 

In addition, guidance on siting incompatible land uses (such as placing homes near freeways) can be found in the 

California Air Resources Board’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Perspective, which can be found at 

the following internet address: http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf.  CARB’s Land Use Handbook is a general 

reference guide for evaluating and reducing air pollution impacts associated with new projects that go through the land 

use decision-making process.   

 

Mitigation Measures 

In the event that the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible mitigation 

measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation to minimize or 

eliminate these impacts.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation 

measures must also be discussed.  Several resources are available to assist the Lead Agency with identifying possible 

mitigation measures for the project, including: 

 Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook 

 SCAQMD’s CEQA web pages at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-

handbook/mitigation-measures-and-control-efficiencies. 

 CAPCOA’s Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures available here:  

http://www.capcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/CAPCOA-Quantification-Report-9-14-Final.pdf.  

 SCAQMD’s Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust, and the Implementation Handbook for controlling construction-related 

emissions 

 Other measures to reduce air quality impacts from land use projects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidance 

Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning.  This document can be found 

at the following internet address: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/air-quality-

guidance/complete-guidance-document.pdf.   

 
Data Sources 

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public Information 

Center at (909) 396-2039.  Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is also available via 

the SCAQMD’s webpage (http://www.aqmd.gov). 

 

The SCAQMD staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project emissions are accurately evaluated 

and mitigated where feasible.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality 

Specialist by e-mail at gmize@aqmd.gov or by phone at (909) 396-3302. 

 

Sincerely, 

  Jillian Wong   
Jillian Wong, Ph.D. 

Program Supervisor 

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources 

SBC160510-03 

Control Number 
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